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Summary of inputs
1. Suggestions on how to work to address the Education Emergency are provided in this  note.

2. The Working Group on ‘Education Support to Schools and Communities’ is in the process of 
documenting models of meaningful learning (of different groups/organizations) and compiling 
these. Based on this, the group is preparing ‘Guidelines for school opening’.  We will provide the 
documents from this process to the Jharkhand education department. Contact Mythili Ramchand, 
Sriranjani Ranganathan)

3. The Working Group on ‘Education Support to Schools and Communities’ is in the process of 
organizing a meeting of parents groups, teacher groups, NGOs, CBOs working in Jharkhand. The 
Education department should have a representative attend this virtual meeting to get a direct 
hearing of views of different stakeholders from Jharkhand. (Contact person - Manisha Priyam)

4. The Working Group on ‘Research’ is compiling research studies conducted relating to Covid and 
education, and will release the highlights soon. The suggestions made in this note, do align with 
the findings of almost all the research studies.

Sajitha Bashir
Studies from the US show that it takes several years for students who are below grade level to "catch 
up" to grade level ; one study indicates that only 4 % catch up in two years ! (This is pre-pandemic). 
In general, younger children, and students who are not independent learners take longer. So this 
cannot be a one-time effort, it could take a few years. 

The education support group of the coalition is preparing draft guidelines/ principles . At this stage, a 
few other points that could be put forward

1. Children need to be assessed individually (not just on academic subjects); sample based 
assessments and tests give us an idea of the scale of the problem, but do not indicate what needs 
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to be done in each school. These have to be administered by teachers, but there must be some 
quality checks and protocols, and consistent analysis of data, to help develop school plans. [ Also,
children would also have learnt new skills and resilience during this time, and it is important to 
build on this]

2. Extend the time for learning (eg weekends, holidays etc). This obviously has to be negotiated with
teachers or other organizations have to be brought in.

3. Mixed age groups / classes in smaller groups eg you can teach literacy skills to some students in 
classes 1-3 together, if some grade 2-3 students have lost literacy skills. This becomes more 
difficult at higher levels, but solutions can be found.

4. Focus on core subjects initially language, mathematics; and socio-emotional

5. tailored training and regular support for teachers to understand and take up new methods

6. additional instructional materials for the above (ie the textbooks usually cannot be used; but 
additional instructional materials are not difficult to develop and need not take time)

7. a clear instructional plan developed by each school ( schools will need support for this)

8. detailed district or block level planning and monitoring to support each school;

9. meaningful and sensitive communication with parents on a regular basis.

10. more public funding to support all of above; one can't tackle the crisis meaningfully with the 
existing level of resources

Jyotsna Jha
1. I am a votary for a Zero Year or a Bonus Year for all primary kids, especially in states like 
Jharkhand and Bihar. In the lifetime, one year is nothing but if pushed to higher grades without 
knowing nothing, it would lead to much higher dropouts.

2. A curriculum-approach replanning with support of local (thereare some in Ranchi who understand 
these well) and some external people, focusingon key and supportiveconcepts- I know that MP is 
making some such initiative. Differentfrom bridging in the sense that it also takes note of already 
prevailing learning gaps and also structural aspects.

3. Training teachers on this new approach and also extensively on equity and learning issues making 
themable to have a differentialapproach and not treating all children the same. It may also mean 
individual testing to know about each one of them - but much better to equipteachers to do that rather 
than organising large scale ones. Include orienting them on socio-emotional support and the 
importance of maintaining links with children/parents during such breaks.

4. Preparing teachers/schools/system for future sudden such occurrences (third wave?). For instance, 
many schools don'thave all children's addresses with landmarks, phone numbers(family or 
neighbour), closest literate person's phone number/address. We found that to be a major constraint 
that teachers faced when it came to getting in touch with students and families. Record collection may
have happened but the school does not have these in many cases.

5. Textbooks (plus additional learning materials) and Meals to be non-negotiable - the system must 
assess the current practices and assure the availability of these two.
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Press release - Schools must be the LAST to be closed 
and the FIRST to open
August 22, 2021

Anganwadis and primary schools have remained closed since March 2020, with devastating 
consequences for the nutrition, health and education of hundreds of thousands of children. Child 
labour, has increased. The absence of structured learning opportunities is causing severe academic 
regression, young children are forgetting to read, and we will see huge dropout as a result. Online 
education is not possible or pedagogically meaningful for primary school going children.

The evidence from all across the world is that young children are least vulnerable to the Covid virus; 
they are more commonly asymptomatic or have mild non-specific symptoms, and fatalities are 
negligible.  In-school transmission of the virus by children or teachers can be lowered by taking 
normal public health precautions, including reasonable distancing, wearing masks, regular testing and
sanitizing and isolating/ treating cases of infection amongst students and teachers . 

When we compare the enormous harm arising from keeping primary schools closed with the much 
lesser  harm from opening schools, it seems clear that schools must open. Across the world, primary 
schools have been kept open, in some countries even throughout the pandemic. The head of Indian 
Council of Medical Research has  confirmed that there is no indication that a third wave will target 
children, and he has recommended that primary schools must open. This is also the view of the 
parliamentary committee, and the Karnataka government appointed expert committee, on this issue.

A large number of lower primary schools in rural areas have a strength of less than 50. Children who 
come to these schools are in the same bubble in the community and already playing with one another 
outside their  homes. These should be the first to be opened. Gradually other schools should be 
opened, with staggered resumption, for different classes, shift system, as required, for larger schools. 
In-person attendance should be encouraged but not made compulsory, and children who are attending 
remotely will need to be provided meaningful learning opportunities.

Schools must take adequate  precautions, providing water and soap to ensure  hygiene, with masks 
and physical distancing. Mid day meals must immediately resume to reduce the malnutrition caused 
by school closure. Classes should be conducted in the open wherever possible, or in well ventilated 
rooms.

Decisions on opening and  phasing must be made by the district and taluka administration, and under 
guidelines issued by the state and central governments, for greater flexibility. When cases are 
detected, immediate steps must be taken locally for containment and medical attention.

Complete lock down severely affected our economy and jobs. Complete school lock down is 
similarly seriously harming our children. Opening schools is necessary to reduce this serious harm 
and begin the processes of learning again.

When schools open, teachers must be given the autonomy and the resources to provide empathetic 
learning opportunities to their students, without being pressurized to begin grade level instruction, or 
completing the syllabi, or conducting summative assessments.

- National Coalition on the Education Emergency
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26     करो�ड़ बच्चों	 क
 लि�ए पु�न:       लि�क्षा� क� ��रुआत एवं� नवं�करोण करो� !
भा�रोत मा�  लि�क्षा� आपु�तक�� मा� हे� रोहे( �ग�त�रो वं)वि* क� दि,�� मा� लिचों�लितत व्यवि.य	 औरो स�गठन	 न
 
वंस्त�त1 16 ����ई 2021 क� इस� स�,भा4 मा� ‘एक स�थ एक स�गठन’ क� तरोहे क�मा करोन
 क
  ध्य
य स
 
वंचों�4अ�� मा���क़ा�त क�, जि�सस
 हेमा�रो
 ,
� क
  वं
 बच्चों
, �� विवं�
ष रुपु स
 सबस
 गरो(ब औरो वं�लिचोंत समा<हे	
स
 हे=, उनक
  स�मान
 भाविवंष्य मा� आन
 वं��� समास्य�ओं� औरो स�कटों	 क� समा�धा�न दिकय� �� सक
 । 
सहेभा�लिगत� क
  द्वा�रो� ,� रो�स्त	 पुरो विवं�
ष रूपु स
 क�मा करोन
 क� लिनण4य लि�य� गय� —

i. तत्क�� स्क< �	 औरो समा�,�य	 क� लि�क्षा� स
 स�बजिHधात सहे�यत� प्र,�न करोन�; औरो
ii. सभा� बच्चों	 क
  लि�ए समा�न रूपु स
 स�थ4क स�खन
 क
  अवंसरो प्र,�न करोन
 क
  लि�ए स�मा�जि�क 

स�घटोंन क
  मा�ध्यमा स
 सक्षामा अलिधाक�रिरोय	 क� ध्य�न आकविष4त करोन�, जि�सस
 दिक स�ब�लिधात 
स्वं�स्थ्य औरो आ��विवंक� क
  मा�द्दों	 पुरो भा� क�मा हे� सक
 ।

सहेभा�लिगत� क� पु<ण4 रूपु स
 प्र�थलिमाक औरो पुरिरोभा�विषत लिस*��त समा�नत� हेN— स�थ हे( यहे स�लिनजिOत 
करोन
 क� आवंश्यकत� हेN दिक लि�क्षा� क
  अलिधाक�रो (आरोटों(ई) क� पु<लित4 मा� स�खन
 औरो विवंक�स क
  अवंसरो 
सभा� क
  लि�ए उपु�ब्धा हे	। कई स�रो( गNरो-सरोक�रो( स�गठन	, क� छ रो�ज्य सरोक�रो	 औरो जिT�� अलिधाक�रिरोय	
क� तरोफ स
 इस आपु�तक�� स
 लिनपुटोंन
 क
  लि�ए प्र�वंधा�न दिकए गए हे= , जि�न पुरो हेमा� ��घ्रत� एवं� 
क� ��त� क
  स�थ क�मा करोन
 क� Tरूरोत हेN। हेमा उन सभा� क� आह्वा�न करोत
 हे= �� हेमास
 स�पुक4  
स्थ�विपुत करोन
, अपुन
 अन�भावं	 क� स�झा� करोन
 औरो इस स�मा<दिहेक प्रय�स स
 ��ड़न� चों�हेत
 हे=। बNठक क

ब�रो
 मा� ��नक�रो( यहे�Y उपु�ब्धा हेN।

विवंन��क�रो( क�विवंड -19 माहे�मा�रो( न
 ��ख	 ��ग	 क� ��न �
 �� हेN। �[कड�उन न
 ��ख	 ��ग	 क� 
रो���-रो�टों( बब�4, करो दि,य� हेN। �वं	 एवं� ��त� लिचोंत�ओं� क
  ढे
रो तथ� सNकड़	 मा�� पुN,� चों�न
 वं��
 
प्रवं�लिसय	 न
 ,
� भारो मा� स्वं�स्थ्य औरो आ��विवंक� क� आपु�तजिस्थलित क� स्पुष्ट करो दि,य� हेN। �
दिकन 
एक औरो मा^न औरो अदृश्य आपु�तक��, आग�मा� भाविवंष्य मा� भा�रोत क
  गरो(ब तबक
  क
  ��ग	 क� 
सम्मा�न क
  स�थ रो�Tग�रो औरो समा�नत� क
  ��वंन तक उनक� पुहे�Yचों क� खत्मा करोन
 क� धामाक� ,
 रोहे�
हेN। भा�रोत क
  कई दिहेस्स	 मा�, स�वं4�लिनक लि�क्षा� प्रण��� न
 विपुछ�
 वंष4 एक बड़
 दिहेस्स
 क
  स�थ छ�त्रों	 क

लि�ए अपुन
 ,रोवं��
 ब�, करो दि,ए औरो आन
 वं��
 वंषb मा� भा� ऐस� ��रो( रोहे
ग�, इसक� स�भा�वंन� हेN। 
हे��रो	 बच्चों
 जि�Hहे	न
 एक य� ,�न	 अलिभावं�वंक क� ख� दि,य� हेN , औरो ��ख	 ��ग जि�नक� न^करिरोय�Y 
चों�� गई हे= औरो उच्चों स्वं�स्थ्य क
  खचोंb औरो न�कस�न स
 प्रभा�विवंत हे= , ऐस
 पुरिरोवं�रो	 क
  बच्चों	 क
  लि�ए 
यहे बहे�त हे( कदिठन हेN दिक वं
 अपुन
 पुरिरोवं�रो क� आलिथ4क सहे�यत� ,
न
 क
  लि�ए क� छ क�मा करो� य� दिफरो
स्क< � वं�पुस आकरो अपुन� लि�क्षा� क� आग
 बढ़ा�एY, वं�स्तवं मा� यहे इन ,�न	 हे( पुरिरोजिस्थलितय	 क
  ब�चों 
एक कदिठन विवंकल्पु चों�नन
 क� आवंश्यकत� �Nस� जिस्थलित हेN। स्क< � ब�, हे�न
 स
 क� पु�षण, ब�� उत्पु�ड़न, 
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ब��श्रमा, स्क< � छ�ड़न� तथ� �ल्,( ��,( �Nस� घटोंन�एY त
T� स
 बढ़ा( रोहे( हे= , यहे( वंहे भाय�नक जिस्थलित 
हेN जि�स
 हेमा लि�क्षा� मा� आपु�तक�� क
  रूपु मा� स�,लिभा4त करोत
 हे=। अलिधाक पुढ़ा�।

सरोक�रो(, सहे�यत� प्र�प्त स्क< �	 औरो ‘गरो(ब’ लिन�� स्क< �	 मा� पुढ़ान
 वं��
 26 करो�ड़ स
 अलिधाक बच्चों	 मा� 
स
 अलिधाक��� पुरो लि�क्षा� आपु�तक�� क� बहे�त हे( प्रलितक< � प्रभा�वं पुड़ रोहे� हेN। स�स�धान स�पुHन लिन�� 
स्क< �	 मा� पुढ़ान
 वं��
 बच्चों	 क
  लि�ए ऑन��इन लि�क्षा� क� प्र�वंधा�न हे� गय� औरो वं� इसक� मा,, स
 
अपुन� पुढ़ा�ई करो रोहे
 हे=, य
 ऐस
 समा<हे क
  ��ग हे= जि�नक
  पु�स हेरो प्रक�रो क� सहेय�ग� वंस्त�ओं� औरो 
स
वं�ओं� क� घरो
�< पुहे�Yचों मा^�<, हेN। इसलि�ए, लि�क्षा� मा� व्य�प्त असमा�नत� बहे�त त
T� क
  स�थ जिस्थलित क� 
औरो ब,हे�� बन� रोहे( हेN।

पु�न: लि�क्षा� क� ��रुआत करो�— लि�क्षा� आपु�तक���न कक्षा क� स्थ�विपुत करो�“शिक्षा आपातकालीन कक्ष” को स्थापित करें ” को स्थापित करें

बच्चों	 क�, विवं�
ष रूपु स
 वं�लिचोंत समा<हे	 क
  बच्चों	 क� स�रोलिचोंत स�खन
 क
  अवंसरो	 क
  स�थ हे( सहे�यत� 
क� भा� आवंश्यकत� हे�त� हेN। लि�क्षा� आपु�तक�� क� स�ब�लिधात करोन
 क
  लि�ए हेमा� बच्चों	 औरो लि�क्षाक	 
क
  स्वं�स्थ्य क� स�रोक्षा� क
  स�थ उHहे� पु�षण प्र,�न करोन
 औरो लि�क्षाक	 क
  स�थ बच्चों	 क� लि�क्षा� पु�न: 

��रो( रोखन
 क
  उद्दों
�य स
 उनक
  ��रो(रिरोक, मा�नलिसक औरो स�मा�जि�क-भा�वंन�त्माक विवंक�स क� पु<ण4 करोन

क
  लि�ए हेरो स�भावं प्रय�स क
  स�थ हे( स�थ4क ब�तचों�त औरो लिनष्कष4 क
  उपु�य त���न
 क� भा� 
आवंश्यकत� हेN।

प्रस�रोण टों(वं� य� रो
दिडय� क
  मा�ध्यमा स
 रिरोमा�टों �लिनiग बच्चों	 क� लि�क्षा� स�ब�लिधात व्यस्तत� औरो “शिक्षा आपातकालीन कक्ष” को स्थापित करें ” को स्थापित करें

त�रोतम्यत� क� बन�ए रोखन
 क
  लि�ए पुय�4प्त नहे(� हेN। अलिधाक��� रो�ज्य	 मा� स�माग्री� औरो लि�क्षाक प्रलि�क्षाण
स
 स�बजिHधात पुय�4प्त तNय�रो( क
  अभा�वं मा� हे( दिडजि�टों� लि�क्षा� मा� पुरो�पुरो�गत लि�क्षा� क� रूपु�Hतरोण करो “शिक्षा आपातकालीन कक्ष” को स्थापित करें ” को स्थापित करें

दि,य� गय� हेN।

ब,�� हे�ई व्यवंस्थ� मा� बच्चों
 लि�क्षाक	 औरो अपुन
 ,�स्त	 स
 दिकस� भा� प्रक�रो क� ब�तचों�त नहे(� करो पु�त

जि�सक� इन पुरो प्रलितक< � प्रभा�वं पुड़� हेN। सरोक�रो क
  प्रय��न मा� व्य�प्त स्पुष्टत� क� कमा� न
 लि�क्षाक	, 
अलिभाभा�वंक	 औरो बच्चों	 क
  माध्य भ्रमा क� जिस्थलित पुN,� करो ,( हेN।

स�वं4�लिनक स्वं�स्थ्य उपु�य	 क� ध्य�न मा� रोखत
 हे�ए स्क< �	 मा� पु�न: औपुचों�रिरोक लि�क्षा� क� ��रू करोन
 क

अ��वं� क�ई अHय विवंकल्पु मा^�<, नहे(� हेN। स्वं�स्थ्य आपु�तक�� स
 लिनपुटोंन
 क
  लि�ए प्र�वंधा�न क
  त^रो 
पुरो कई जि��	 न
 य�* कक्षा स्थ�विपुत दिकए हे= । इस� तरोहे“शिक्षा आपातकालीन कक्ष” को स्थापित करें ” को स्थापित करें , हेमा� लि�क्षा� मा� आपु�तजिस्थलित क� स�मान� करो 
पु�न
 क
  लि�ए प्रत्य
क जिT�
 मा� एक ‘लि�क्षा� आपु�तक���न कक्षा’ क� आवंश्यकत� हेN , जि�सक� प्र�थलिमाक 
�क्ष्य यहे स�लिनजिOत करोन� हे�न� चों�दिहेए दिक सभा� बच्चों
 पु<ण4 रूपु स
 स�रोजिक्षात औरो स�रोजिक्षात हे�न
 क
  
स�थ प्रलितदि,न लि�क्षा� मा� भा�ग �
 सक�  �� दिक वंत4मा�न मा� सबस
 बड़( चों�न^त� क
  रूपु मा� हेमा�रो
 स�मान
 
हेN। जि�सस
 ��ग	 क� समास्य�ओं� औरो लि�क�यत	 क� समा�धा�न दिकय� �� सक
 ।
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    लि�क्षा� क� नवं�न�करोण करो� (       लि�क्षा� जि�सस
 विवंक�स औरो गरिरोमा� क�यमा
रोहे
)
माहे�मा�रो( क
  क�रोण आ� लि�क्षा� स
 स�ब�लिधात �� स�कटों हेमा सभा� क
  स�मान
 मा^�<, हेN , उस पुरो तत्क�� 
पु�नविवं4चों�रो करोन
 क� आवंश्यकत� हेN। लि�क्षा� क� प्र�रूपु ऐस� हे� �� दिक बच्चों� क
  सवं�iलिगक विवंक�स क
  
स�थ हे( उनक
  स�मा�जि�क-भा�वंन�त्माक Tरूरोत	 क
  लि�ए भा� जि�म्मा
,�रो हे�, विवं�
षकरो ऐस
 समाय मा� �ब 
स्क< �� लि�क्षा� औरो बच्चों	 क
  ब�चों एक ��ब� अ�तरो�� हे� गय� हेN। �घ� ‘विm� क�स4’ क
  ब�, ‘ग्री
ड स्तरो’ 
क� लि�क्षा� क� दिफरो स
 ��रूआत करोन
 मा� �ल्,ब��� नहे(� हे�न� चों�दिहेए। आग�मा� क� छ वंषb क
  लि�ए 
Tरूरो( हेN दिक लि�क्षा� ‘उपुचों�रो’ य� पु�ठ्य पु�स्तक स�स्मारोण आधा�रिरोत हे�न
 क
  ब��य, लि�क्षा�थo स�,भाb क
  
प्रलित सहे�न�भा<लितपु<ण4 एवं� स�वं
,न��� हे�। हेरो एक बच्चों
 क� स�खन
 क� गलित औरो उसक� आवंश्यकत�एY 
अ�ग-अ�ग हे�त� हे=। ऐस
 मा� स्थ�न�य स्तरो पुरो �चों��
पुन क� आवंश्यकत� हेN , क्य	दिक समास्य�ओं� क
  
समा�धा�न क
  लि�ए एक समा�न दृविष्टक�ण हे�लिनक�रोक स�विबत हे�ग�।

हे���Yदिक, लिस*��त	 औरो प्र�टों�क[� क� विवंकलिसत, क�य�4जिHवंत औरो मा[लिनटोंरो दिकए ��न
 क� Tरूरोत हेN, त�दिक
यहे ,
ख� �� सक
  दिक सभा� बच्चों	 क� समा�न रूपु स
 स�खन
 क
  अवंसरो लिमा� रोहे
 हे= य� नहे(�। लि�क्षा� स

स�बलिधात खचों4 मा� उल्�
खन�य वं)वि* दिकए ��न
 क� भा� आवं�यकत� हेN। बच्चों	 क� आग
 बढ़ान
 औरो 
विवंकलिसत करोन
 मा� सक्षामा बन�न
 क
  लि�ए माहे�मा�रो( न
 लि�क्षाक	 औरो अलिधाक�रिरोय	 पुरो एक बड़( 
जि�म्मा
,�रो( ड�� ,( हेN।

सहेभा�लिगत� क� ,� रोस्त	 पुरो एक स�थ क�य4वं�हे(

1. आरोटों(ई क� स�क�रो करोन
 क
  लि�ए स�मा�जि�क स�घटोंन— यहे क�य4 समा<हे विवंलिभाHन रो�ज्य	 मा� 
विवंलिभाHन समा<हे	 क
  स�गठन	 स
 ��ड़�ग
, जि�समा� मा�त�-विपुत�, न�गरिरोक समा�� स�गठन, लि�क्षाक समा<हे 
��लिमा� हे	ग
 ��दिक लि�क्षा� आपु�तक�� क� समाझा बढ़ा�न
 क� जिTम्मा
,�रो( लिनभा�एYग
, जि�सस
 दिक 
न�लितय	 औरो क�य�4Hवंयन क� प्रदिqय� सहे( रो�स्त
 पुरो आ सक
 , औरो ��ग अपुन
 बच्चों	 क
  लि�ए 
आरोटों(ई क� उपुय�ग करोन
 क
  लि�ए स�. हे� सक� ।

2. स्क< �	 औरो समा�,�य	 क� �Nक्षाजिणक सहे�यत�— यहे क�य4 समा<हे उन मा[ड�	 क� पुहेचों�न करोन
 क� 
दि,�� मा� क�मा करो
ग�, जि�नक� उपुय�ग माहे�मा�रो( क
  ,^रो�न दिकय� गय� हेN, स�स�धान	 क� क्य<रो
टों करोन

क
  स�थ हे( इHहे� समा�,�य	 मा� बच्चों	 क
  स�थ क�मा करोन
 वं��
 व्यवि.य	 औरो समा<हे	 क
  स�थ स�झा� 
दिकय� ��एग�। वं
बस�इटों क
  मा�ध्यमा स
 यहे सभा� स�स�धान मा�त�-विपुत�, लि�क्षाक	 औरो स्क< �	 क
  लि�ए
कई भा�ष�ओं� मा� उपु�ब्धा हे	ग
।

-लि�क्षा� आपु�तक�� पुरो रो�ष्ट्री�य गठब�धान|
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Note for discusions, from Rishikesh - Reopening 
schools post-covid lockdown
A. We should ensure the lost academic year, with no teaching-learning and loss of previously learnt

competencies, does not cumulatively affect the long-term academic prospects of our children. If

this is not addressed, we will have issues with retention and dropouts in the years ahead.

B. Given that the year ahead will continue to remain uncertain, there is a need to put in place a

scenario-based plan which addresses the curriculum (prioritised and selected), Materials and has

blended learning strategies keeping the context of the children from govt schools in mind. 

C. We will need to look at addressing the following situation be when the school reopens 

Academic calendar and curriculum – Suggested plan

It is necessary to be flexible and treat the next 2 years as an emergency “build back” period. It is

recommended to treat the academic year as  a  continuum from  August  2021 to May 2023 and

ensure a minimum of 300 actual teaching and learning days out of 500  during which students are

expected  to  achieve  core  learning outcomes  of  the  lost  curriculum (20-22)  and  the  new 22-23

curriculum. (School holidays could be shortened / reconsidered and adjusted as required)
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Bridge gaps 
in learning 
(2019-20)

Year lost

(2020-21)

Current grade 

(2021-22)

Grade 1 NA NA Start from grade 1

Grade 2 NA Grade 1 
complete

Grade 2 

Grade 3 Grade 1 Grade 2 
complete

Grade 3

Grade 4 Grade 1-2 Grade 3 
complete 

Grade 4 

Grade 5 Grade 1-3 Grade 4 
complete 

Grade 5 

Grade 6 Grade 1-4 Grade 5 
complete

Grade 6 

Grade 7 Grade 1-5 Grade 6 with 
partial schooling

Grade 7

… Grade 12



The calculations of 500 days is as follows

 August 21 – July 22 is 365 days – 52 Sundays and 13 other holidays = 300 days

 August 22 – May 23 is 300 days – 52 Sundays and 13 other holidays = 235 days

1. Government needs to work around reducing the holidays and also appoint teachers (at least

ensure Guest teachers for the time being). Unless these are met, covering maximum learning

days would become more difficult.

2. Keeping NEP as our guiding principle, and keeping the prescribed norms from NCERT,  SCERT

must set up a committee to reduce and revise the existing curriculum and the learning outcomes

for all grades from Pre-Primary to 10th std.

3. Based on this, the syllabus, textbook content and teaching-learning materials will need to be

reorganized. 

a. A list of chapters from the textbook aligned to the learning outcomes could be decided

and the rest of textbook chapters could be used as supplementary reading. 

b. A  repository  of  stories,  songs,  games,  puzzles/riddles,  worksheets  for  children  of  all

classes will need to be developed to aid in teaching (Ensure that textbooks / teaching

cards (for teachers) and workbooks (For students) are supplied to all  at the earliest /

immediately.

4. In order to ensure minimum levels of learning in the foundational years at least 60% of the core

curriculum has to be completed.  

The ‘emergency build-back period’: August 2021 to May 2023

 In an ordinary year of 220 working days students spend upwards of 150 days of “time on

task”.  In the academic years 2020-21 and 21 -22 students would have spent 300 days on

actual classroom learning. 

 In order to ensure that this learning takes place the calendar for 2021-21 and 21-22 can be

collapsed to 180 days (60% of 300 days) and the calendar for 22-23 collapsed to 120 working

days (80%) 

 The curriculum for the academic years 2020- 21 and 21-22 in primary classes 1-3 to focus

exclusively on foundational literacy and mathematics while the curriculum for 22-23 include

all curriculum elements.

 The curriculum can be reduced accordingly to reflect this change. The curriculum will look as

follows:
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Student level in

August 2021 

First 90 days Second 90 days 120 days 

Grade 2 Grade 1 curriculum Grade 2 curriculum Grade 3 curriculum

Grade 3 Grade 1 rev + grade 2 Grade 3 + 4 Grade 5 curriculum

Grade 5 Grade 4 curriculum Grade 5 curriculum Grade 6 curriculum

 Focussing  on  the  number  of  days  rather  than  the  number  of  months  gives  schools  the

flexibility to manage their classes based on safety considerations and working between 3-6

days in a week. 

 The upwards of 500-day period (Aug 2021 – May 2023) also allows for short breaks if the 3 rd

and subsequent waves hit the District / State. 

 Schools should work through the vacations to make up for lost days. 

Key learning outcomes must be prioritized for all classes - the focus in the primary grades must be

on  recovery  of  foundational  learning  and  those  outcomes  required  for  grade-level  learning.

Therefore:

1. There is a need to re-look at the curriculum, syllabus, prioritise learning outcomes and think 

through assessments and develop adequate materials. 

2. However, we need to do this carefully without compromising on fundamental and crucial learning

outcomes. 

3. Group the identified curriculum into ‘self-learning’, ‘peer-group’ and ‘grade level’ (place holders)

– when schools open teachers could use worksheets for the concepts in the ‘self-learning’ group 

and identify where the children stand. Post-that exercise ‘peer groups’ with mixed student abilities

could be established. Once this is done (over a period of at least 6 months), the teachers can move

the class into introducing grade appropriate concepts. A suggestive approach for Primary Math 

for illustration is given in the table below:
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Broad
Areas/Co

ntents

Key Concepts 3rd Grade 4th Grade 5th Grade

Self-
learning Peer-groups

Grade
level

Self-
learning Peer-groups Grade level

Self-
learning Peer-groups Grade level

Counting-
Place
Value,

Compariso
n

Counting Write 1-9
Quantity 3-digit

numbers
Write 10-99

Quantity 4-digit
numbers 

Write 1-999
Quantity 5- and 6-digit

numbers 1-99 10-999 1-99

Concept of 10, 100, 1000 N
Concept of
10 and 100

N N
Concept of
10 and 100

1000 concept N
Concept of 10,
100 and 1000

5 and 6 digits 

2–3-digit Comparison (<, >, =, 
ascending, descending etc)

N N Y N Y N N Y N

Place value N N Y N N Y N N Y

4 Digit comparison (< > =, 
ascending, Descending etc)

N N N
N N Y N N Y

5 Digit comparison (< > =, 
ascending, Descending etc)

N N N
N N Y N N Y

6 Digit comparison (< > =, 
ascending, Descending etc)

N N N
N N N N N Y

Basic
Operations
(+, -,X,/)

Addition, Subtraction using materials
available at home

1-2 digits 2 and 3 digits N 1-2 digits 4 Digit N 1-3 digits Y N

Addition, Subtraction without Carry 1-2 digits 2 and 3 digits N 1-2 digits 4 Digit N 1-3 digits 5 and 6 Digits N

Addition, Subtraction with Carry N N Y N N Y N N Y

Multiplication N N Y N N Y N N Y

Division N N Y N N Y N N Y

Fractions-
Decimal
numbers

Full, Half, Quarter, three fourth using
materials available at home

Y N N Y N N Y N N

Meaning and types of Fractions N N N N N Y N N Y

Addition, Subtraction without LCM N N N N N Y N N Y

Addition, Subtraction with LCM N N N N N Y N N Y

Multiplication N N N N N N N N Y

Division N N N N N N N N Y

Pattern Pattern
Simple
Patterns

N
Numerical

Pattern
Simple
Patterns

N
Numerical
Patterns

Simple and
number
patterns 

Patterns and
types

Connection
with Algebra
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Shapes 
and Spatial
understand
ing 

2 D - Basic Shapes - Square, 
Triangle, Rectangle, Circle using 
materials in daily life

Y N N Y N N Y N N

Drawing of 2D Basic Shapes N Y N Y N N Y N N

3D Basic Solids (cube, cuboid, 
Sphere, Cylinder, Cone) 

Identificati
on 

Rolling,
Sliding

N
Identificatio

n and
Naming

N

Classificatio
n, describe
based on
properties

Identificatio
n and

Naming
N N

3D Solids - Polyhedron

N N N N N N

N N
Classify,
Describe

Polyhedrons

Network of 3D Solids
N N N

N
Network’s 3D

solids 
N N Y N

Planar and Curved Surface N Y N Y N N Y N N

Edges, Vertices and Faces N N N N N Y N N Y

Circle - Centre, Radius, Diameter
Identifying
from daily

life 

Drawing
circle 

N

Draw circle
using

circular
objects 

Construction
using

compass
N

Identify and
draw circle

using
compass

N

Relation
between

radius and
diameter

Measurem
ent

Length, Area, Perimeter using Non 
formal units

N Length N N
Area and
Perimeter

N N
Area and
Perimeter

N

Length, Area, Perimeter using 
standard Units

N N Y N N Y N N Y

Volume, Capacity - Daily life 
materials

N N N N Using daily
life objects 

Formal
calculation

NA
Using daily life

objects 
Formal

calculation

Time and Calendar Concept using 
Daily life materials

N
Understandin

g time,
calendar

numerical
problems 

N
Understandin

g time,
calendar

numerical
problems 

N
Understanding
time, calendar

numerical
problems 

Conversions of measuring units of 
length, Weight, liquid & Time

N N Y N N Y N N Y

Commerci
al Mathcs /
Compare 
quantities 

Concept of Percentage using daily 
life materials/examples

N N N
N Y N N Y N

Calculation of Percentage 
numerically 

N N N
N N Y N N Y
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